
Greetings Sunday School Class Members and Friends, 
 
It’s been a few weeks since I’ve had an opportunity to communicate with most of you, so on 
this Easter eve, I thought it would be a good idea to do so. 
 
First of all, my apologies for not communicating with you earlier.  I’ve been extremely busy 
working with a large number of physicians as they have geared up and adjusted to 
telemedicine.  The demand has been so great that I’ve had to go beyond what would normally 
be expected of an IT person and assist by dealing with some patients directly.  The continued 
work I’m doing at our church has not stopped.  Along with that, I’ve received several urgent 
calls from churches in Tennessee and other states requesting AV engineering assistance as the 
result of COVID-19.  
 
As you know, all of us have been impacted by COVID-19.  I’m sure many of us, for at least a 
moment have wondered what’s God doing. Especially in light of good people getting sick and 
dying, along with the disproportionate impact on minorities and the poor.  As a matter of fact, 
I’ve lost a couple class mates and the sickness is being experienced by my own family. 
 
As I’ve taught in the past, suffering does not discriminate.  It was the prophet Jeremiah who 
was bold enough to complain to God as he watched his own people suffer.  As a matter of fact, 
in Lamentations 3:19, he says “I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and 
the gall”.  Jeremiah suffered!  In chapter 3, verses 1 thru 4, he says “I am the man who has seen 
affliction by the rod of his wrath.  He has driven me away and made me walk in darkness rather 
than light; indeed, he has turned his hand against me again and again, all day long. He has made 
my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones.” (The language is figurative, but most 
scholars (based on latter verses) believe he is talking about both himself and Jerusalem.) 
 
So how are we to deal with the afflictions we are experiencing?  Here are some things to think 
about. 
 

• We will probably never completely understand everything God is doing.  As a matter of 
fact, Deuteronomy 29:29 says “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the 
things reveled belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow the words of 
this law.”   
 
There are some things I have witnessed that I can see God doing.  1.  He is driving 
people to him.  2.  He is causing the survivors to re-evaluate their lives.  3.  He is showing 
us what’s important and what’s not.  (we tend to be quite spoiled).  4. We are 
witnessing consistent acts of genuine love as people practice the scriptural principal of 
“love your brother as yourself”.  Note, there are also people who simply won’t “get it”.  
They will hold on to their selfish lifestyles and usual practices.  This will be a “proving 
ground” for them as God sees what they are all about.  Israel and Judah became a 
proving ground in Jeremiah’s day.  But God was faithful and brought back a remnant 
after a period of captivity. 



 
• Although we don’t completely understand everything God is doing, here’s the good 

news!  WE WILL GET THROUGH THIS!  How do I know you might ask?  Jeremiah 
concludes, in the midst of horror and calamity the following:  “Because of the Lord’s 
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

 
So when we wake up this Easter morning, remind yourself that God has given you a brand new 
portion of his love and his compassion.  His love never fails!!!! 
 
For some people, historically, Easter was a tragedy.  For us (Christians), this is the greatest way 
God could have ever shown his love toward us! 
 
May God’s blessings and compassion rest upon you, 
 
Deacon Edward Wood Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


