
Greetings Church Members and Friends, 
 
This week I want to talk about faith and persistent prayer. 
 
I want to give you two biblical examples of persistent prayer.  The first example comes from 
Luke Chapter 18, verses 1 through 8.  It says the following: 
 
 “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not 
give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about 
men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 
justice against my adversary.’  
 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 
about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that 
she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!’ ”  
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice 
for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, 
he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on the earth?””. 
 
The focus of the parable is the widow’s persistence in her petition.  Jesus is teaching us that 
we need to exercise that very same persistence in prayer.  But did you notice at the end of this 
passage Jesus ask a question?  The question is: “when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” 
 
If you follow the flow of this passage, Jesus was not asking if he would find believers on earth 
when he returns.  Instead, he is asking this question to spur his disciples toward steadfastness 
and faithfulness in prayer.  He is encouraging them to KEEP ON PRAYING!  To be persistent as 
they exercise unyielding prayer, even to the end.  Even when the circumstances seem to be 
hopeless.  
 
Let me give you another biblical example of prayer in a hopeless situation.  
 
In 1st Samuel, chapter 1, we see the story of Hannah.  Scripture tells that she was unable to 
have a child.  She had everything that she needed though.  That being, a loving husband who 
would give her double portion when it came time to make sacrifices to the Lord.  But 
unfortunately, she was constantly provoked by her husband’s other wife (Peninnah).  The 
provocation went on year after year.  My guess the reason for the provocation is that even 
though Peninnah had children by him, he had an unshakable love for the barren Hannah.   
 
Although she had everything a woman could want, she was still unhappy because she could 
bare no children.  Verse 10 says “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the 
Lord”. The word “bitterness” in Hebrew is “mar”.  This word was used to describe the 
disappointing emotion the Hebrews experienced after they crossed the Red Sea and traveled 
through the desert for 3 days without finding water.  When they found water, it was “bitter 
water” (poison) (Exodus 15:23).  They called that place “Marah” which means “bitter”.  Their 
hopes were dashed!  Naomi changed her name from Naomi (Ruth 1:20), which means 
“pleasant” to “Mara” which means “bitter”, after the deaths of her husband and sons. Again, 
her hopes and dreams had been destroyed!   



As for Hannah, in the midst of dashed hopes and an impossible situation, she continued to 
petition God.  As a matter of fact, the intensity of her prayer caused the prophet Eli to think she 
was drunk.  She is a good example of someone who refused to stop praying!  The story ends 
with God granting her request.  She had children! 
 
My last example of persistent prayer is my son-in-law and oldest daughter.  My daughter had 
many problems in high school that ultimately led to her being unable to have children.  My son-
in-law (a pretty tough Airforce, Senior Master Sargent) was also unable to have children any 
longer.  The doctor stated to both of them that even with IVF (In-Vitro-Fertilization), would have 
less than a 2 percent chance of having a child.  That was an impossible situation.   
 
With much persistent prayer, God impressed on their hearts that they would have a child. They 
began preparing for the child.  It was amazing watching them.  They bought a baby bed.  Baby 
shoes hanging on the rear-view mirror of one of their cars, and other baby paraphernalia.   
They were convinced, that they were going to have a baby. 
 
The picture you see below is of my son-in-law praying over the baby bed in 2013.  That’s 
persistent, unyielding prayer when nothing seems to be happening! 

 
Years went by, but no child.  Their first attempt at IVF failed.  They were devastated, because 
God said “you are going to have a child”.  They continued to trust God and continued in prayer 
even though they did not understand all of what God was doing.  As a matter of fact, if you 
listen to the song my composed and produced by my son-in-law, he stated in the song that he 
dreaded going back to work and telling everyone “no baby”. 
 
In 2017, God’s will intersected with their prayers.  A child was born, but was premature by 
several months.  Note the picture of my daughter looking through the incubator not knowing if 
he would to live or die. 



We don’t have all the answers as to what God was doing at that moment.  I witnessed through 
the premature birth and surgeries that many people have been blessed through their faith and 
strengthened by their testimony.  Maybe God allowed this to happen for this very purpose. 
 
Now we are in 2020.  God has richly blessed them as the result of their unyielding and 
persistent prayers against the odds.   
 

  
 



Additional videos of their faith journey and The IVF Song can be accessed by clicking here: 
http://orchardknob.weebly.com/andre-yolanda.html  or by accessing the church web site at 
www.orchardknob.org and clicking on the Virtual Sunday School link. 
 
 
I pray this encourages all of us to follow the commands of Jesus to be persistent in prayer!  
 
 
 
Deacon, Edward Wood Jr. 
   
 
 
 


